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Abstract  

 
Selecting the topics of Plural is considered an important one in contrastive studies to find out affinities and 

discrepancies across Arabic & English. This study conducts a descriptive and inductive approach to examine plurality in 

Arabic and English. The most important techniques and structures in Arabic were highlighted. The plural system falls 

into two types: regular with its structural mechanisms the the irregular with its forms and categories then, the study 

examined plurality in English via investigating its structures and mechanisms. There are also regular and irregular 

forms. Plurals affect the formatting of the word in terms of their phonetic forms and their structures. The final stage 

concerns the contrastive analysis across Arabic and English to find out similarities and differences regarding plurality. 
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. وينظر: 218-211، صالصرف الوافي، وينظر: 292، خديجة الحديثي، ص أبنية الصرف في كتاب سيبويهينظر:  (1)

 .745-725ص /1، جم2003، 1، الكويت: دار العروبة، طالمستقصي في علم التصريف، عبد اللطيف محمد ،الخطيب
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sn-r-s1

SingularDualPlural

2

Invariable Nouns

3

- Singular Invariable  

                                                           
(1) Stageber, Norman C., An Introductory English Grammar, Holt, Rinehart & Winston. INC, USA, 1971, 

P126. 
(2) Meyer, Charles F., Introducing English linguistics, Cambridge university press, P27.  
(3) Jackson, Howard, Analyzing English, An Introduction to descriptive linguistics, pergamon press, 2nd 

edition, P201. 
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1. ConcreteGold-Furniture 

2. AbstractMusic-Homework 

3. Henry-the Thames 

4. (S) 

News-physics-acrobatics-athletics-economics-lens-logistics-mechanics-

metaphysics)

5. Abstract adjectival The beautiful-the true 

- InvariablePlural 

1. )1( mation PluralsSum: 

 

scissors, trousers, bellows, tongs, pants, tweezers, braces

flannels, knickers, tights, suspenders, glasses, spectacles,

2. s Pluralia Tantums

 

teens-tops-odds-hives-goods-cords-clothes-biceps-tweezers-thanks

3.  :Collective Nouns

 

Tribe, family, team, committee, faculty, choir 

The family= (it, the unit) is sitting at the dinner table. 

The family= (they, the individuals) have gathered from many parts of 

country.(2) 

Hair

3

 

                                                           
(1) Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, A University Grammar of English, Longman Group 

Limited, London, 6th edition, P82 
(2) Stageber, Norman C., An Introductory English Grammar, p121-123. 
(3) Crystal, David, Encyclopedia of the English Language, BCA, London, P201. 
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Those sheep or that sheep.  

4. the Netherlands 

5. Unmarked PluralCattle, snow, music 

6. Personal Adjectival:the rich 

Variable Nouns

- Regular Pluralss

cat-cats, egg-eggs, grammar- grammars 

z-x-ss-sh-s-ches

1

Churches church 
Marshes Marsh 
Ashes Ash 
Boxes Box 
Fezzes Fez 
Addresses Address 

Yyies

 Duties Duty 
Entities Entity 
Fifties Fifty 
Ironies Irony 

 

Y(s

Bays Bay 

Boys Boy 

Days Day 

Keys Key 

 

 

                                                           
)1(12009391392 
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(o)(os)

Zoos, studios, Kilos, radios, solos, tomatoes, pianos,  

 

(oes،)

Tomatoes, heroes, dominoes, potatoes,  

Motto(e)s, cargo(e)s, volcano(e)s 

1- ss(B, C, D, F, K, P, T, 

Th)e

Bloc Blocs 

Hand Hands 

Gate Gates 

Book Books 

2- sz(G, L, M, N, R, Th, W, Y)

 

Dogs Dog 

Balls Ball 

Mouths Mouth 

Boys Boy 

Tens Ten 

Cows Cow 

3- sizse, ge, je

Rose- Roses. 

4- esizs,ss,sh,ch,x,z

 

Lenses Lens 

Glasses glass 

Boxes Box 

5- es(Z)o

 Hero- Heroes, Negro= Negroes  

6- (SZY

Lady= Ladies, Story= Stories 
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7- (SZY

 :)1( Boy= Boys, Key= Keys, Valley= Valleys 

 

(Irregular Plurals:)s

2

 

1. Voicing 

.  (...f=ves) 

s-es: 

(belief-beliefs ،chief-chiefs ،Cliff-cliffs ،proof-proofs ،safe-safes) 

.  (..ef 

or.f=ves) 

(Calf-calves ،elf-elves ،half-halves، knife-knives ،leaf-leaves ،loaf-loaves) 

2. (Mutation:) 

 (Foot-Feet ،tooth-teeth ،goose-geese، man-men ،louse-lice ،mouse-mice، woman-women). 

3. (en)oxen-children-brethren  

4. (Zero plural:)

(zero )

 

(deer-swine-carp-fish-water-Sheep-Salmon-several salmon)

This sheep looks small.  All those sheep are mine. 

(Foreign): 

3

 

(Latin):

(-US)

                                                           
)1(5658

(2)Jackson, Howard, Analyzing English, An Introduction to descriptive linguistic, P200.  
(3) Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, A University Grammar of English, P81-86. 
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. 

 

bonus-bonuses, campus-campuses, chorus-choruses, circus-circuses, Virus-Viruses 

. 

Alumnus, bacillus, locus, stimulus. 

- 

Cactus, focus, fungus, nucleus, radius, terminus, syllabus 

(-a)

. (s) 

Area- Areas, arena- arenas, dilemma- dilemmas, diploma- diplomas, drama- dramas 

 Alga-alumna-larva  .ب

.  

Antenna, formula, nebula, vertebra 

(-um)

. (s) 

Album- Albums, chrysanthemum- chrysanthemums, museum- museums 

 الجمع الأصلي في اللغة الأجنبية فقط، مثل:  .ب

addendum, bacterium, corrigendum, desideratum, erratum, ovum, stratum, curriculum 

.  

Aquarium, medium, memorandum, symposium 

(-ex,-ix)

 Apex, index, vortex, appendix, matrix : .أ

 codex : .ب

(Greek)

(es, -is-)basis-bases

(ises) Metropolis 

 (Foreign plural): 

Analysis, axis, basis, crisis, diagnosis, ellipsis, hypothesis, oasis, parenthesis, thesis 

 (-o)

 (Regular Plural:) demon، electron، neutron، proton  

 (Chiefly regular) :ganglion 



SIBAWAYH Arabic Language and Education Vol.2 No.2 2021 

eISSN 2716-5515 (1-25) 
 

19 

 (Both plurals :)automation 

 (Foreign Plural)  :criterion، phenomenon 

(French):(-eu,-eau)،

(s)

Adieu, bureau, tableau, plateau 

(s)(x)/z/

Chamois, chassis, corps, faux pas, patois 

Italian-itempo-

tempi

 (Regular Plural :)soprano 

 :virtuoso, libretto, solo tempo 

(Hebrew:)(-im) kibbutzim - 

kibbutz 

 :cherub, seraph

 :kibbutz(1)

1- (Pronoun:) 

(He-she-it-this-that-her-his-him) 

 .(They-Them-Those-These-Their: )واسم الجمع يكون مطابقاً لضمائر الجمع، وهي

2- (Number:)(Modifier):

((Several-many-these-those-their 

We saw many fish swimming under the bridge. 

In returning to the fold the sheep changed its directions  

In returning to the fold the sheep changed their directions  

3- 

s 

Measles is a contagious disease. 

The goods are one the way.  

                                                           
(1) Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, a University Grammar of English, P87-89. 
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(are)(goods)(is)(Measles))1(

(nsCompound Nou،)
2

    

Attorneys general Attorney general 
Notaries public Notary public 
Mothers –in-law Mother –in-law 

Grants-in-aid Grant-in-aid 

Gentlemen farmers Gentleman farmer 

Men servants Man servant 

Women doctors Woman doctor 

 

Assistant directors Assistant director 

Boy friends Boy friend 

 

                                                           
(1) Stageber, Norman C., an Introductory English Grammar, P122. 
(2) Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, a University Grammar of English, P85. 
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(s)(es).

(s-es)s-es
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s(es) 

(s)(B,C,D, 

…،)(1) 

S

                                                           
)1(15
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s 

(Zero Plural) ( مثلSheep-deer-fish).

 

 

1- 

 

2-  

3-  

4-  

5-  
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