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Abstract

Selecting the topics of Plural is considered an important one in contrastive studies to find out affinities and
discrepancies across Arabic & English. This study conducts a descriptive and inductive approach to examine plurality in
Arabic and English. The most important techniques and structures in Arabic were highlighted. The plural system falls
into two types: regular with its structural mechanisms the the irregular with its forms and categories then, the study
examined plurality in English via investigating its structures and mechanisms. There are also regular and irregular
forms. Plurals affect the formatting of the word in terms of their phonetic forms and their structures. The final stage
concerns the contrastive analysis across Arabic and English to find out similarities and differences regarding plurality.
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Music-Homework : k. »; :(ADSLract s> =i cledil) 85 saall 1 madl clef 2
.Henry-the Thames jz :0lalt slef .3
e e oo aaa) 3 LS T WS 0805 a5 s (S)— el sV 2y 4
News-physics-acrobatics-athletics-economics-lens-logistics-mechanics-
(metaphysics)
.The beautiful-the true : 1. :Abstract adjectival s> ~ <zl .5
25Y Iz cPlural Invariable 8s juall g aedt siei-o
O sl say g am s A LS Jess, :SUmMmation Plurals Mty 11
i e gt o Lo S35 g am me OOl DUy gl 08 0 IS )
scissors, trousers, bellows, tongs, pants, tweezers, braces
flannels, knickers, tights, suspenders, glasses, spectacles,

Y oS3 (S) GAL e eV sy (Pluralia Tantumy s (S)Jb aed s e .2
e aadk b W oSG Yy ekl Y1 s
(teens-tops-odds-hives-goods-cords-clothes-biceps-tweezers-thanks)
2 Do o) b W 0SS Gy SIS s is e 8y iCOlleCtive NOUNS asladt sl .3
Joe i ISy 055 Laie Laline
Tribe, family, team, committee, faculty, choir
Slaally JY 0SS el 5 d SKa) fanty A (@adS G 30 3 i)l g Bl iy S
rells i (Gl 18 e b 6 V) Ol
The family= (it, the unit) is sitting at the dinner table.
The family= (they, the individuals) have gathered from many parts of
country.®
oo e J Laly iy e Jo5 colsT13] 53 e eleel Ladomis Lol et 13) o) eleol1 e ksl slligd
sl e Vs 0l el 3 0,0 Y 2udS om0 B L ST ey e ST e Jus el 1)
A s 58 Bl g sl s e 5 s g ekl 5T 5l e ) s (Haln 2usT QU e e
(O 3 3 Jln 03 guaill ol B a0 Lo 30

1) Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, A University Grammar of English, Longman Group
Limited, London, 6" edition, P82

@) Stageber, Norman C., An Introductory English Grammar, p121-123.

@ Crystal, David, Encyclopedia of the English Language, BCA, London, P201.
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Those sheep or that sheep.

the Netherlands je : o) clel ans a4
Cattle, snow, music : jz :(Unmarked Pluraly aote <15 16 ol jan 22 5
the rich : iz :(Personal Adjectival) el cliall o .6
A IS e B 0S5 o) sV e e 502 s s(Variable Nouns) 8 paali sl -G
s e 0% s WS O e Say madd (U)ol n dnl) sleW) (dane pasy credl Sy
PR )
S & ) (S) BLal 3 b e 056 sl skt say (Regular Plurals) st gest -
.(cat-cats, egg-eggs, grammar- grammars)_j
033 oo (BS) BLok sy (Z-X-85-SN-8-Ch) L2 (& piall o 5oL 25 ) el mad Loy

(Dls Sl i 5 2l 21 Do

church Churches
Marsh Marshes
Ash Ashes
Box Boxes
Fez Fezzes
Address Addresses

Jle ((18S) a2 f2y (Y) Al O o Dl (Sl rms 3 o iy (V) Bl O 2 2gzll eV W

12U
Duty Duties
Entity Entities
Fifty Fifties
Irony Ironies

S a4 )
Bay Bays
Boy Boys
Day Days
Key Keys

392-391& 4(2009 Jdb ccu')ﬂ\) il g aelbl ol :O:jy\ clg,:lﬁtﬂ\ ‘_L\ .\.J“oJl\ cJAﬁ- dest (o 3 @)
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SV A1 (3 ST VU i (3(05) BLok 0% aed) 0B (0)— dgml) SLUSI L
Zoos, studios, Kilos, radios, solos, tomatoes, pianos,

sy e 3 LS (0es) wlo) Clbs Al clds” dls (S
Tomatoes, heroes, dominoes, potatoes,
13 Jln oDl @ op V) Al e LS s 06 (M5 e Sz
Motto(e)s, cargo(e)s, volcano(e)s
JVOlall madl O 4 R ey 2T jlasl 1) miaf 81 3 el aedl OF SAL padl e
(el sae pladl L) i S b agmll Gy A L) s e gl sy IS0
B,C,D,F, K P, T, )— gz 2l cilS 131 ciy ol pdlS” (S)e snzr (S) ool & = Laiky -1
s Jle () Al @ sy 8 e B9 Al ods S Ol > (Th

Bloc Blocs
Hand Hands
Gate Gates
Book Books
Jis (G, L, M, N, R, Th, W, Y) :as¥l & 4 Coasl 13) i 2 VIS (Z) @ s (S)S ~ Ly -2
G IE
Dog Dogs
Ball Balls
Mouth Mouths
Boy Boys
Ten Tens
Cow Cows

2 LS (S8, 08, J&) & YL aell LIS an s (IZ) @ g (S) pod) 2l il -3
.Rose- Roses :asY! LS|
2 LS «(5,85,5N,CN,X,Z) &~ WU agmll Sl wa s (1Z) @ gy (BS) aokl 2le il -4

Y LIS
Lens Lenses
glass Glasses
Box Boxes

3 LS ((0) O 2 dgme 2dSI @l 1 iy Al @V @ gl (Z) ©pa (BS) O~ Ll -5
Hero- Heroes, Negro= Negroes :45Y! <L)

B smer (Y) B2 gml) SIS ) asli) ks iy ol V) a8 (2 g2 (S) &~ Ladl, -6
Lady= Ladies, Story= Storiesis¥! ¥l & LS (mom 3,2
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e 3,2 G (V) 2 gl OIS U wilil dis g dll @11 @ paS” (Z) @seay (S) O~ Laily -7
Boy= Boys, Key= Keys, Valley= Valleys @ :a:¥1 iz 3 L™

055 bl ) (S) Bl i b e 050 Y @) medl g2y s(Irregular Plurals) owbdll pd aod|
O all e o ot U0 Tes U8 Lo 18 G ade O el 080 Sl 3 ud i o b o
ey Da ) Bl e 3 A Slgns Rgmlpr B Ui Uy Laie plaae IS (533 S Lok
2S5W £ 1 5L s jlans
TPy ey pond ol a5l s s 1 (VOICING) ) sl L) o gedl) pp 35l Sl L]
08y cpadl wis (. FEVES) el Sl idamy Sl Y ) g ay el ik

rls Jlas aib maxll (S-€S) Bl e xad)
(safe-safes «proof-proofs «Cliff-cliffs «chief-chiefs <belief-beliefs)

(6F sl ol B g gay t el U1 rsmgll o 3l Sl or ek
3 Jln ekl (3 552 AV psed) @ pall fiF e mad O $Sm 9 cgad) s or.f=ves)

(loaf-loaves «<leaf-leaves <knife-knives <half-halves <elf-elves «Calf-calves)

(Y Al sV (3 Al s i enan 5 ((Mutation) ad) L2

.(woman-women «mouse-mice <louse-lice <man-men «goose-geese <tooth-teeth «Foot-Feet)
oxen-children-brethren : |z :(en)— so%! .3

Gl G e ands SN W 0SS ) eI 2y 1(Zero plural) ol s 5f SbLs) 0 ot 4
Z\.A.lg\ Jg..fu LS)L..Q k;S'H ;L&S}\ S :\Lj.a.; CA\ }A(ZGI"O)_é CCA_;."\j J}.a'l\ ;S.Sb- P JQ) 34\.’.‘&5\)
J:.A c@.;.-\) J}él\ G oo g2
(Sheep-Salmon-several salmon-deer-swine-carp-fish-water) :sle*y1 ods -y g
This sheep looks small. All those sheep are mine.
:(Foreign)cs 31 S o andt! 8 jlacal
B Y OIS Lo a6 2+ i) O o Bzl ¢ RNV e TN PN BNV,
ped S s alsite LS sds oty D s ey 2 V1 iU E e o e 8 ezl
1V a g 3ae pludl L A W Ol a5 dko¥I B 3
Y C\jj cj 2 cv-wY\ WA e 22U e & sz g s(Latin)dew™)) dal) :'ﬂji
tshy pledl DY iy (US)— 55 ) el W) ey Y g 4

58-560 iy Y J) i M1 stz ool 3 (D)
@Jackson, Howard, Analyzing English, An Introduction to descriptive linguistic, P200.
® Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, A University Grammar of English, P81-86.
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ok Bl O Lo L b bsno 34 ~ A Y O e @il sl W) e ) s
f s el 3 L
bonus-bonuses, campus-campuses, chorus-choruses, circus-circuses, Virus-Viruses
Alumnus, bacillus, locus, stimulus.

ety e VI IS rones 4 ol 0550 b Ly
Cactus, focus, fungus, nucleus, radius, terminus, syllabus
123 pledl B i (D) (o5 sl o 1 g
V) LIS ey BalS) Bl (5) BLo| po 0505 bbbl madl
Area- Areas, arena- arenas, dilemma- dilemmas, diploma- diplomas, drama- dramas
Alga-alumna-larva : e <Lz a3 aall 3 &Jy\ oE

ey oo oY1 OIS Tt &b padd] 0550 b Ly o
Antenna, formula, nebula, vertebra
tst pledl B iy (-UM)— g5 eVl g 1S ¢ g
V) LIS ey RalS) Bl (5) BLo| po 0505 bbbl madl
Album- Albums, chrysanthemum- chrysanthemums, museum- museums

- Jie oJasd :\.\.\.\;‘Y\ Azl ‘_g ‘_;..AY\ ca.al\ =
addendum, bacterium, corrigendum, desideratum, erratum, ovum, stratum, curriculum

gy oo oY) OISG pray 4 padl 050 L Ly o0

Agquarium, medium, memorandum, symposium
Ty Cpennd iz (-8, IX)— (455 ) sVl ez g 1 EIWN g g
Apex, index, vortex, appendix, matrix:Lgwe s ¢ 2 V) S T 4 @A.-\ 055 L Lg g J
codex : e ¢lads &Y Al (3 LoV a0
2 ey 085 e g Rk SV eV e e et ol s i 1(Greek)dd SN dal) (L6
ey BLb (3 3l sda 425y basis-bases &Vl SladSIl (3 LS (-es, -is)— Egxd) RPN ¢
2y el e
Metropolis :xwY) 3 LS (ises)  owldll mod| :fyj\
:(Foreign plural) &wer! sl az 11U
Analysis, axis, basis, crisis, diagnosis, ellipsis, hypothesis, oasis, parenthesis, thesis
SV £ 1Y) ey (-0)— Al sl W) ias g Wl g g0
proton« neutron« electron<demon . 5 :(Regular Plural) Logs w\gﬂ CAJ-.-\ :g!j

ganglion :(Chiefly regular) L“ngw;y\ ng,zJ\ L
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automation :(Both plurals) s¥l- S s 16
phenomenonc«criterion :_jz (Foreign Plural) i Y e &= il
((-eu,eal)— 455 By JoV) A A sVl a degat Bl odis a3y s(French)ismd &) dal) WG
o S (s) Blob wladl J Blo) () & Y LSy chis) o) sl s e a2 s 3
Y A (3 LS Y1 e el an Wl badk LS 0L el g Ladly
Adieu, bureau, tableau, plateau
3 /2 s ool 3 A 3 W Al s e 2l Wy (X)) () (855 Bl sl Y) 2y Ly
J;A ALY abc_@_:.“ é SR D 4o g C.LC«CACA;L\
Chamois, chassis, corps, faux pas, patois
tempo- 13 WS (-hy— 455 s e V) o) ool e et cay c(ltali@an) Aty dal) cla
WP e s e 2y 5 tempi
soprano :(Regular Plural) L2 L"s.ﬂL::d\ @;.-\ :gij
virtuoso, libretto, solo tempo : cwlLal xad Lu
kibbutzim - & LS™ (-im)— =5 )l xedd PR e w25y :(Hebrew)d sl dall) Leals
WP e 5 e 9 Kibbutz
cherub, seraph : .3 N f
Mkibbutz : wldl e Lo
ol RS ‘@;T\ ¢l Sbj.él\ L) O J'xA:J\ Ry} CS'S\ oY) R KR RS ¢ Ladal) =Ly J}\;— A3
HEN'Y & (LYl
TV g @Al laall gl OF g 55l e Of :(Pronoun) Szl -1
(He-she-it-this-that-her-his-him) )
.(They-Them-Those-These-Their) :s# 5 caanll jilaal Wilas 5 aaal) sl
T2l sie (Modifier)obdlaas o) jlie 0,5 W, cWeY1 (3 542l :(Number)s eY) 3 saall -2
15 Jles (Several-many-these-those-their)

We saw many fish swimming under the bridge.
In returning to the fold the sheep changed its directions
In returning to the fold the sheep changed their directions

Y0 ¢ adll (s g Bas IV e gday DLV s (3 5l ¢ ad) oo V) Bk 0S5 Lo -3
taV JE 3 LS (e el (S) ane 055 54

Measles is a contagious disease.
The goods are one the way.

@1 Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, a University Grammar of English, P87-89.
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(Measles) > s po oV 01 e s (i) Lo (x> 08 (900dS) v V) O W 1y (are) il
S M sl G aed!
G G Led 5 A5 g 83 s SIS e 655 ST LY Sl B oa ST R ) A
oo S e SLlST Sla 0S5 ants 3 3 S G Al el e 8 Sl W) ) e (SCs
(AU ey paed ) Loniie b 2t 0,55 5 «(Compound Nouns)

V) S e 05 p 1l I e 3 ekt Y

Attorney general Attorneys general
Notary public Notaries public
Mother —in-law Mothers —in-law
Grant-in-aid Grants-in-aid
1 3 ek W)
Gentleman farmer Gentlemen farmers
Man servant Men servants
Woman doctor Women doctors

PN ENCVIE O
Assistant director Assistant directors
Boy friend Boy friends

Bhas i ST gy Sy W o Y AR 3 a5y el gy el A Jadll Gao gl s
G ot sl e Al 2 S adas OF oAl e wads sty e ST e Ju ) olLdSU) s
Szh i V) S n 5 latel) k) sl Bl § &1 Sl 31 ekt 2l oyl L e e 34

el Bl o ST sy ol B L) mia sl e sl Bdae O) e

() Stageber, Norman C., an Introductory English Grammar, P122.
@ Quirk, Randolph & Greenbaum, Sidney, a University Grammar of English, P85.
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EJE Gl

S o) fre oy BV g 4 ar

By S g Lyl il

(el ol (631 3 15T el g Liamy pgeam 3512 (3 L2 o s M oy WL ALY Gl s
WL el 8l @ e (Jlanza¥1 3 5 ally Wl e (sl Jlanzadl Ty a3l el asl 3 sl U
OST ¢l g iy Jeldl 1) Gy S oS 5 (6 580 Jlamtal arl> U s g9 s S aall) wlab
O O ke Tl 018 Gl — o) e — 3 W) aal) e ) Gl e Lo ny s of e ol 15 i
rﬂotﬁi,\,;ﬂ LL‘,%@ww)w\%)iﬁi%,\;ﬂ;czeh@y\jaﬁﬁj\uggusg@;\@ﬁ;,,u(,_ai
(5 ey OBVl ) ol Ol @ ol p ekl a3t Lo il 4

i) a5l 1YY e

05 madl S5 O lll (3 el Bl o g @ 01 BB 5 B el il g & 255 Lo oal e 0
SN 3Oy o Bl Sla 0S5 Al @ O sl AdS A () Olas cbLsl e

U & el el O 0SG May e gell sy LYYy S G Ay a3 0l U
(e5)15 (5) B > BLs| o oz & oV O o3,

slid Lo gy e O ol e od S8 I3 el 3 2l A e Tl ol s O Bl WS
Sydally [ saill oVl e 3 LS BLEYI ¢ g ol BLEY) e 2SI By 3 el o r ) 3 bl
SBLo) 055 (S lly 1 ol padkly pay s el o liLR ) Cpaed U el (3 ek ek O 3
A o s et p T g g Alay oldas 0 sedae 3 LS (ST A Algy Al
ol s A lll) el e Gl Aol o 3y esly 00 g el B ekl o Lo T (S
o e 8 B e G R S Al oy Ble 5 e (SO ekl iy 3 S ey A
gt e gl Crand Aligh g Al 3 U glie i e 52 B SN Gl O) B> e 3 cioennal)
(S-€9) wlo) 5o b o 08 Y @l Wl ¢ s aalST B8 ) (s-e8) Bl pe 0, sl el
daze Jo ot U G s Le e 3k Lo L) 0800 S0 . Jo T s ol e 00 b
ke (i Lgadazy 0) 2l

05 b el Gl Ll 2SI s pde e U3 (3 O 25 el OB Wl i ekl Ul
A 3 eud e i e el
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t MY ax 1 e

o 3 clagin alid) ax gl Al 8 ) Slepi ) e RN Gl el Gu med) ¢ s s
Min g ¢3S0 asl il g Sadaill areas 38 Aol (3 med) OF s olsd 1Y 11087 Trm 0D Y1 s
Bl gt (3 jon 3 i all O DY) el (L o 1591 b el o V) s ey e
e AL S et o L IS0 ol ¢ s 313 D e ciglly S G peeall Lns
a bl Sy s G b s ) B S5 3 O8N O e 3 f L) gl
eaglly STl

o Y L o) ) aed) Bl T gV ey Cpend U1 e B LS (3 B )l i
G bty Ay a3 0y Uy w0 Al 3 Ol ) A ) e e b s (o
S e g Al el e abls 3 dezm o) sl a3 el sl il L GOl o
AV AL e el 3 ST e ol AR e @ L S s Ol e 3302

U oy oS 15T (3 Lo g kel Bl @ ) Bl o o) o161 ST s e 3
Al gl 5ale LB 5T a5 o o 385 050 Y AV 3 el pf mad) O) LSl i 35S
.@w\ﬁ;@;,\t\}ié;qﬂ\@kgwpawwij\wﬁgﬂ;u:wu

Bl 3 b feo an Lo @ sy Ll T (6l el doaidl) U S M (355 0 8
Gl W ad b ol R s AV 00 B Le 3 SN g A g S s e 3 L
BV 3 et o s

sy Ml a3 Oy o0 Bl my B Al 3 el e AV Sus UL Al OF ay A 3 >
B 2SOV OF B o 3 el S gell sy Y1y pal) SA By el G (3 05
ol g S5y SN o IS5 2alSU L et (05) 51 (S) D gy By AN e o
@Jsdbﬁ_;\;u&&@é\gouuy\o\ﬂfﬁgt}mi;‘uyuuaﬁﬂ\@@}\@uww
B kY3 el perdl OV aE Y e caad) 1) RS L oF e 0015 s Y5 001 ol g an D6
B,C,D, )asY! <35 AU aadSI) gl 13] dy ) ST (8) 2 s (iS4 Sle) e s Lo ga Wila
DN e gy (.

sV e 33502 Ao e 3 g et (RSN 1) S BLolyawld) e pi B Yl 3 aedl O LS
iy d3daze JSal 085 b B pa s B W 0S8 Yy Gnne S Wy 302 sae U )l oYUM
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Joxzed bl 1y ne 5 L) anal sl oy el 5l g o) G OB ghay OF S Y B sl
ads ekl (3 feanad ool o dass s Al 3

S0 5 0 b 05 Gy (U Y S bl 3 g o SIS g sl il e
.(Sheep-deer-fish) Jis (Zero Plural)—; ows b 58y 25 2pad 3 Ladl) sa SLud 055

SIS Lo a5 1l il W 0 B lazal @l LS amy e sz 33400 0 oSl
Sy b 3 a3 5l sds ud Y Ly (s ad 2V U e O e e 5 laned) B
.Mﬁngsbﬁagﬁyp&@y@\uwf&&w

A 1Y O (g1 ey o) o a3 0K @ (o) ) o el Bl Lasl i ay el (3 Lol
(et o el el 1t k) Bl Tl Uadd st 5 40 o VG caladd e 5 0 1ol

Larl Jiig oliney aladd (3 anas mo 03500 35l @l ((and) ikl o) o gllly Y1 il L
b My -l — -~ AW, = 1 e ) s g0 e 03 dey (il Lo adVs o el e e

a8\
gt abling (U5 3 sldall B L LIS e Oy N (3 medil g B Al 3 medl Lo O adl
Y ) ) o 55 ol oy
oy g e @5 el madl 0 080 563 SV A e Sy 2T 2 )l (3 e 01 -1
ol &AW Ly STl sl medl e Gy BBl sl by s d el STy Gas pLudl
com AV B0 gy aadkd
Aty e ST e et & b2V 3 Lt () 8 315 L et B al) 3 ek -2
BtV (3 Lot Ly ol sl o S8l LB G a2 ) 3 ) -3
SV e o LBy el b i lgle Ol oy ol e Wb 3 U -4
V) A L sazme ey &Y A (8 et (3 o)y S GG -5
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Doy 8550 13 SaVI= pan s Olian, 5> uolell Bl (s ¢ 50 (3 A al) (3 3l Rl 4
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£2008 b (o slly L2l 2y 4l
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