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Abstract

The budding of Malaysia Chinese literature has always had an extremely close
relationship with the literary scene of the May Fourth Movement. Since the May Fourth
Movement began in China, Malaysia Chinese society has also responded actively. The
Malaysia Chinese literary scene disseminated new ideas and theories, criticized old
ideologies, enlightened the masses, and sought social reform by clipping and reprinting
texts from China’s May Fourth Movement. Through this process, newspapers played a
crucial role, with the Xin Guomin Ribao dedicated to promoting new literature and
facilitating the birth of new arts and theory of literature in Malaysia Chinese Literary
Scene. In addition other than to clipping and reprinting works by May Fourth writers,
many articles in the Xin Guomin Ribao also featured literary works and critiques
contributed by Malaysia Chinese writers. Therefore, this paper seeks to analyze the
introduction and promotion of May Fourth ideology and literary theory in the Xin
Guomin Ribao, and explore the response of the literary scenes in Malaysia Chinese to
May Fourth literary theory.
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