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Abstract

Due to the ambivalent connotations propagated by print media, it is challenging to
define the identity and positionality of Singapore dance hostesses. Since the advent of
commercial dance halls in the 1930s, Singapore dance hostesses as a distinct social
group has been subjected to public criticism for their sexualized image. At the same
time, they have also established a positive social image for their enthusiastic dedication
to social causes. This essay attempts to reconstruct Singapore dance hostesses of the
postwar period from news articles and archives, discovering the historical and social
features of the dance hostesses, and to observe the various dilemmas brought about by
the ambiguity of dance hostesses’ social identity, and exploring the process of their self-
empowerment.

Keywords: postwar period, Singapore dance hostesses, yellow culture,
empowerment
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