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Abstract

Author Ling Mengchu wrote the Slapping Table in Amazement-First Series and Slapping
Table in Amazement-Second Series (The following collectively referred to as Er Pai). The
“business-related chapters” have as many as 31 business-related chapters. This kind of
theme accounted for 1/3 of the total number of articles of the novel. The business-related
articles refer to the “business-related chapters” in which the relevant chapters in Er Pai
are summarized based on previous research results, which involve commercial activities,
describe merchants’ behavior, and reflect merchants’ thoughts, and show commercial
cultural phenomena. The business-related chapters of Er Pai depicts a lot of good and
evil stories, with the development of the plot reveals that destiny can be divided into the
manipulation of God and man-made. The destiny of the characters in the text is mostly
affected by the individual’s own moral conduct, which leads to the subsequent results.
Some of them are not in the right shape to save themselves from disaster, benevolent
people are in the right shape to enjoy happiness and prosperity. The connection between
benevolence and destiny is not divorced from reality. The moral relationship between
benevolence and destiny, the influence of benevolence on destiny, the influence of
scholars-merchants culture on the moral concepts of benevolence and destiny, and the
consideration and choice of scholars-merchants class on benevolence and destiny are the
focus of this chapter. This chapter discusses the scholars-merchants culture and the social
moral concepts of benevolence and destiny in the business-related chapters of Er Pai, to
analyze the balance and choice made by the scholars-merchants class on benevolence and
destiny in the face of public morality and private interests, and even the calculation of the
present or future. In addition, the destiny presented in the novel can be divided into the
domination of God and the destiny caused by human. Through the description of the plot,
the inviolable destiny is analyzed, and the transformation after being influenced by human
is also the main part of this chapter.

Keywords: Er Pai, Chinese Late Ming Novels, Business-Related Chapters, Concepts of
Benevolence and Destiny, Scholars-Merchants Culture, Social Morality
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